was unknown, with the exception of the Mediterranean and nearest Atlantic coastlines. Iberia did not experience colonization to the extent of Italy or Sicily, staying clearly outside the Hellenic historical sphere, therefore the region was viewed as a geographical periphery.3 Moreover liminal territories were particularly favoured for staging myths. Precise topographies located in the unknown extremities of the world were needed to house gods and other creatures in supernatural and exotic landscapes.
The Pillars of Heracles became a cultural landmark, a frontier between the known world (order) and the unknown (chaos). They divided the Inner Sea from the Ocean, heralding all navigation into the Atlantic at a time when the confines of the world were being drawn. They witnessed combats between heroes and the gods of the underworld, while Greeks and Phoenicians were already cruising these same shores.4 Heracles and the Pillars were present in the first geographical references to Iberia in the Late Archaic period (Stesichorus,
